
The contents of the publication from which these extracts have been taken are copyright works and without prior permission or save as permitted by statute may not be 
copied or otherwise reproduced (even for internal purposes) or resold. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    Section:  News
    Edition:  03  
    Date:  30 August 2011
    Page:  17  

 

 
Circulation:  405036
Source:  ABC February 2009

 

 

Ref:  51136390

What are 
the odds 
on that?

C

AN 18TH-CENTURY minister 
whose mathematical genius 
has helped gamblers pick 
winners for 300 years is to be 
celebrated at the university 
where he studied.

The Rev Thomas Bayes 
devised the “Bayesian theory” 
that helps take some of the 
guesswork out of betting.

The theory is still widely 
used. It is built into software 
that forecasts events from 
changes in financial markets 
to weather patterns.

Now Bayes, who studied 
logic  and theology at 
Edinburgh University, is to 
be commemorated in a 
workshop and a public 
talk to mark 250 years 
since his death in 1761.
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